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international cancer research and training through a system of grants and contracts. The role of the Dea
relates to the peer review and financial management of the grants and the review activities of resource
contracts. All grant applications must undergo dual review and critical assessment of their scientific merit, the
ability of the investigator, the adequacy of available facilities, budget priorities, and the program relevance of
the proposed work. This review is conducted by appropriate committees composed of outstanding scientists
and other recognized authorities in the health sciences. The final part of the dual review of grants is conducted
by the National Cancer Advisory Board, -a group of eminent scientists and lay people whose major interests are
in cancer. The Office of the Director provides the leadership and direction to the Nci s peer review activities for
grants, and proposes and institutes policies and procedures for achieving the Institute s missions. During fiscal
year 1981, 3800 grant applications were referred to the National Cancer Institute. Of these, 474 were assigned to
review committees under the Division of Extramural Activities and the rest received their initial review through
the Division of Research Grant study sections. This involved the conduct of many site visits, the preparation of
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