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report to these units at deployment, only a limited number had completed the medical officer advanced and
casualty management courses. The percentage of physicians that had attended the advanced course ranged
from 19 to 53 percent, while from 3 to 30 percent had attended the casualty management course. Army medical
officials told us that the demands of providing peacetime medical care to military personnel and their
dependents often prevented attendance at these courses. Furthermore, the Army had made no effort to
monitor whether these physicians had received this training, and attendance of the casualty management
course was neither required nor targeted toward physicians assigned to early deploying units or otherwise
needing this training. We also found little or no training is being conducted on casualty decontamination from
chemical or biological agents at most of the early deploying divisions and medical units we visited. There was
usually confusion among these units regarding who was responsible for performing this task. According to
Army doctrine, tactical units are expected to conduct initial casualty decontamination before their evacuation
or arrival at forward medical treatment facilities. Army lessons learned from Operation Desert Storm noted
that some units lacked understanding of the procedures and techniques used to decontaminate casualties. This
situation had not been corrected at the time of our review. Although has taken actions to improve chemical
and biological DOD Problems Remain Due defense since the Gulf War, s emphasis has not been sufficient to
DOD to Limited Emphasis resolve many serious lingering problems. Our measurement of key...
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