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illustrated. 1920 Excerpt: . . . needs of the average backyard soils. The amount of fertilizer to apply will vary
with the natural fertility of the soil, the previous treatment, and the crops to be grown. A pound for 50 square
feet should bring desired results on most soils. No amount of commercial fertilizer, however, will make up for a
deficiency of humus; in fact, large applications of commercial fertilizers are justified only on soils wellsupplied
with humus. When manure is not used the humus is usually supplied by turning under a soil-improving crop.
Rye is the crop most generally used as it may be planted late in the season after the vegetables have been
harvested, CROPS AND VARIETIES FOR THE HOME GARDEN Generally too little attention is given to the needs
and preferences of the family, when the garden is planned. Crops that are not relished should never be grown
unless for trial or test. In many gardens there is too great a supply of lettuce and string beans and not enough
of beets, carrots, and other vegetables. In studying vegetables to be planted, especially where the space is
limited, the food2 and the money values as well as the space required should be considered. In a limited area,
quick-maturing crops and those producing large yields in proportion to the space required should be planted,
for example, tomatoes, eggplant, beans, lettuce, beets, carrots, parsnips, and onions. After early crops have
been removed, other vegetables may be planted in the same space....
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