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the outgoings and incomings of their motley population, and acquired, aCer a moderate period, a certain
degree of interest, in some few of the several inhabitants. There was one old woman, a sturdy Meg Merrilies sort
of body, who carried out, empty, a sack some five feet in length, which I am sure she always brought home full.
What she brought, and what use she made of the commodity, I never troubled myself to inquire or even to
conjecture. The simple appearance of the old dame at her departure and return, was enough for my curiosity.
In going forth, her tongue sounded an alarum to the whole neighbourhood, which suEiciently apprised it of
that important event. Very diEerent was the manner of her return. She entered without beat of drum. Her
tongue was most singularly silent, and the fierce, consequential air with which she sallied forth, was exchanged
for that of the most quiet, meek and cautious of all humble adventurers. She was not my only acquaintance
among the inhabitants of this motley settlement. There was a great, hulking, heavily built person most like a
sailor in appearance, but one, evidently too well fed to relish a frequent journey to the cross-trees, who also
secured some portion of my daily consideration. He, too, presented himself under diEerent aspects, at his
diurnal periods of egress and return. In the first case, he went forth, feeble, tottering, slightly lamed, and, I think,
irrecoverably blind; - a decided improvement, however, always followed his morning visit to the city. He
evidently met with Brandreth, the pill dealer, and Williams,...
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