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illustrated. 1803. Excerpt: . . . After thefe facts, can we avoid fmiling when we read fuch a paflge as this We
would affurae oppofite grounds, and pronounce at once, that the ufe of rhyme prefents mathematical
demonraiion that thoie tl poems are glaring forgeries. How an hiflorical fact, even if it had been as the Critic
thought, could make a mathematical demonftration, he has yet to explain! But whatever fort of demonftration
he meant, the facts, as to the ufe of rime, inftead of proving the poems to be forgeries, are aufpicious to their
genuinenefs. SECOND OBJECTION. The next objection, which has been fo triumphantly ufed is this: This
Gentleman feemsto have been fonJ of this emphatic epithet; for after a (Turning and then afferting that the
poems in queftion, were unknown to Nennius, Geoffrey and Caradoc, he fays, we may conclude with a
mathematkal certainty, that they are modern fabrications. Surely hiftorical certainty and mathematical
certainty are not quite identical. t Critical Review, January, 1800, p. 22. But But Giraldus, , does not even
mention th ufe of rhyme among his countrymen; or if at all exifted, he confidefed it as rude and ruftic when
compared with alii te ration. Any reader will perceive that this implied neglect in the one cafe, or pofiu tive
cenfure in the other, could never have been expreffed by a writer fo ardent for the glory of his country, to the
actuat condemnation of all its illuftrious bards A It follows, therefore, that...
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