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U.S. Government . . .
Accountability Office (GAO) 7.4in. x 0.1in.Pursuant to a congressional request, GAO
- provided information on the Department of Energys (DOE)
efforts to improve the storage of spent nuclear fuel from its
nuclear reactors at DOEs Hanford Site in Washington State,
focusing on: (1) its status; (2) what problems might affect
achieving cost and schedule estimates; and (3) whether
changes have been sufficient to address management
weaknesses. GAO noted that: (1) although DOE has increased
confidence that the project eventually will begin to remove fuel
from the water storage basins, uncertainty remains over when
the project will be finished and how much it will cost; (2)
completion is scheduled for July 2007 at a cost of 1. 7 billion--
about 6 years and 1 billion beyond the original estimates made
in 1995; (3) however, the new completion date includes 133. 5
million and about 2 years for work activities not included in the
original estimate; (4) compared with conditions that GAO
reported on in May of last year, the amount of progress is
substantial, with considerable construction completed and
equipment installation under way; (5) since the schedule was
established...
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